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JERUSALEM  (BP)  -  Archaeol¬ 
ogists  say  they  have  uncovered 
the  remains  of  King  David's 
palace  on  the  site  of  the  biblical 
battle  between  David  and  Goli¬ 
ath,  providing  key  evidence  for 


kingdom  of  Judah. 

Southern  Baptist  archeology 
professors  cautioned  against 
concluding  the  remains  are  De- 


Jerusalem,  told  the  Time*  of  Is¬ 
rael  newspaper. 

Voasi  Garfinkel  and  Saar 
Ganor,  the  leading  research¬ 
ers  involved  in  the  dig,  said. 
This  is  indisputable  proof  of 
the  existence  of  a  central  au¬ 
thority  in  Judah  during  the 
time  of  King  David." 

Until  this  discovery,  no  pal¬ 
aces  were  dearly  attributable  to 
the  early  loth  century  B.C.,  The 
Jerusalem  Poet  reported  July 
t8.  The  site,  known  in  modem 
day  at  Khirbet  Oeiyafa.  likely 
was  destroyed  in  battle  against 
the  Phihttines  in  980  B.C. 

The  Post  said  evidence  that 
the  dty  came  to  an  end  in  a  sud¬ 
den  ifatna  Ik  111  includes  hun¬ 
dreds  of  pottery  vessels,  stone 
utensils,  and  metal  objects  left 


Hobby  Lobby  savors  favorable  ruling  on 
controversial  Obama  abortion  mandate 


WASHMGTON  (BP)  -  Hobby  Lobby  has  woo  fur¬ 
ther  relief  from  a  massive  penalty  as  it  challenges 
the  Obama  administration's  abortion/contracep¬ 
tion  mandate 

A  federal  judge  in  Oklahoma  City  granted  a  pre¬ 
liminary  injunction  to  Hobby  Lobby  July  19,  spar¬ 
ing  the  popular  arts  and  crafts  chain  from  a  penalty 
that  could  have  reached  $1.3  million  a  day.  The  or¬ 
der  bars  enforcement  while  the  case  proceeds  chal¬ 
lenging  a  controversial  rule  from  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  and  Human  Services  (HHS),  that 
requires  employers  to  pay  for  coverage  of  contra- 
ccptives,  including  ones  that  can  cause  abortions. 

Religious  freedom  advocates  applauded  the 
order.  There's  a  long  way  to  go,  but  this  is  mod 
news  far  freedom  of  ronsdehoe,"  said  Russell  D. 
Moore,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  & 
Religious  Liberty  Commission  (ERLC)  in  Nashville. 
The  HHS  mandate  is  an  egregious  burden  on  the 
free  exercise  of  religious  convictions,  and  a  vast  co¬ 
alition  of  us  stands  against  it,  and  for  liberty." 


.  Kvle  Duncan,  general  counsel  with  the  Becket 
Fund  for  Religious  Liberty,  said.  The  tide  has 
turned  against  the  HHS  mandate."  The  Becket 
Fund  is  representing  Hobby  Lobby  in  the  case. 

Hobby  Lobby,  which  has  more  than  550  stores 
in  the  United  States,  and  Maidd,  a  sister  Christian 
bookstore  chain,  filed  suit  last  year  against  the  rule 
implementing  the  2010  health  care  reform  law. 

Members  of  the  Green  family  —  evangelical 
Christians  who  own  Hobby  Lobby  and  MarekS—  do 
not  oppose  all  contraceptive  methods,  only  those 
that  haw  abortion-causing  qualities.  They  have 
said  they  wfll  not  obey  the  mandate. 

The  federally  approved  drugs  in  question  in¬ 
clude  Plan  B  and  other  ‘morning-after’  pills  with 
a  secondary,  post-fertilisation  mechanism  that 
can  cause  an  abortion  by  preventing  implanta¬ 
tion  of  embryos.  The  mandate  also  covers  >Ila,~ 
which  in  a  fashion  similar  to  the  abortion  drug 
RU  486,  can  act  even  after  implantation  to  end 
the  life  of  the  child. 
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WASHMGTON  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
port*)  —  The  federal  government 
has  released  a  guidebook  entitled, 
A  Guide  for  Developing  High- 
Quality  Emergency  Operation 
nans  for  Houses  or  Worship,  to 
help  churches  respond  to  shoot¬ 
ers  and  other  on-site  emergencies. 

The  guidebook  offers  sug¬ 
gestions  and  instructions  apart 
from  any  laws  or  mandates  and 
is  the  work  of  a  panel  of  too  ex¬ 


perts  encompassing  faith  lead¬ 
ers,  first  responders,  law  en¬ 
forcement  officers,  educators, 
and  emergency  planners. 

The  faith  lenders  wanted  to 
talk  about  making  schools  safer 
—  and  more,  US.  Vice  Fndtat 
Joe  Biden  said  in  announcing 
the  guidebook. 

They  know,  they’re  worried, 
that  their  congregations  are  at 
risk,  so  they  wanted  to  know  what 


to  what  we  saw  in  the  schools,' 
Biden  said  of  the  group’*  delibera¬ 
tions,  "so  we  gave  concrete  direc¬ 
tion.  We  said,  all  of  you  come  up 
with  what  you  think  are  the  best 
practices,  the  most  concrete  rec¬ 
ommendations  that  you  could 
give  us  that  will  enable  us  to  teach 
or  prepare  or  lay  out  a  menu  for 
the  school  districts  and  churches." 

The  guide  advises  churches  to 
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Baptist  archaeologists: 
go  slow  on  supposed 
David  palace  discovery 


EPIC  BATTLE  SITE?  - 

In  the  foreground  ere  the 
encient  walls  of  Khirbet  Qei- 
yafa.  Located  just  above  the 

ciirTom  excovoTrons  wTHcn 
shed  light  on  early  Israel  un¬ 
der  King  David.  (BP  photo) 

The  arte  dates  to  the  time 

of  the  Davidic  monarchy.  It  is 

a  bit  of  a  stretch  to  say  that  it  is 
David's  palace,"  Ortiz  said.  "If 
David  built  a  palace  it  would  be 
in  Jeniaalem,  as  the  bibiical  text 
implies,  not  in  an  outlying  for¬ 
tress  dty.  It  is  best  to  state  that 
Khirbet  Qeiyafa  was  perhaps  a 
dty  under  the  hegemony  of  the 
developing  Davidic  monarchy." 


PREPARING  —  Jimmy  Meeks  (left)  and  policeman  Scott  Caster  provide  safety  instruction 
during  a  recent  Sheepdog  Seminar  at  Wedgwood  Church  in  Fort  Worth.  (BP  photo) 

Develop  a  plan  of  action 


Faithfulness  shows 


It’s  easy  to  teO  how  committed  a  person 
is  when  it  comes  to  just  about  anything. 
A  wife  who  is  committed  to  her  husband 

faithfufto  him.  Likewise  a  husband  who 
loves  his  wife.  A  person  who  is  committed 
to  building  a  relationship  will  happily  put  in 
all  the  necessary  time  and  effort 

Hezekiah,  long  of  Judah,  exemplified 
a  deep  commitment  to  the  Lord,  and  the 
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Judy  Woodward  Bates 
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worship  of  Jehovah.  The  people's  sincere 

devotion  opened  up  what  Malachi  called  of  your  heart  wiD  also  be"  (Luke  12:34). 

many  years  later  “the  floodgates  of  heaven*  The  fact  is  most  churchgoers  aren’t  so 

(Mai  3:10b).  Word  spread  in  Hezekiah 's  concerned  with  the  survivu  of — let  done 

day  about  the  joy,  peace,  and  abundance  toe  expansion  of- the  Kingdom  of  God.  If 

that  the  Lord  was  bestowing  upon  His  they  cared,  their  pocketbooks  would  show  it 
faithful  followers.  Hezekiah’s  people  were  dead  serious 

The  giving  of  their  material  wealth  and  about  honoring  the  Lord,  so  much  so  that, 

finances  proved  the  sincerity  of  their  com-  ‘Hezekiah  ordered  that  storerooms  be  pie- 

mitment.  "The  people  of  Israel  ...brought  in  pared  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  When  this 
the  tithes’  (2  Cnroo3t:5a,  6b).  Theresult?  Easdone,  the  people  faithfully  brought all 

Azariah  the  high  priest  told  Hezekiah,  toe  tithes  and  ^totoetempl?(2auon. 

"Since  the  people  began  bringing  their  gifts  3111-11.) 

to  the  Lonfs  temple,  we  have  had  enough  The  temple  had  run  out  of  places  to  put 
to  eat  and  plenty  to  spare.  The  Lord  has  the  people’s  tithes  and  offerings  and  had  to 

blessed  His  people,  and  all  this  is  left  over”  have  storerooms  added  on.  Apparently  even 

(2  Quon.  31:100).  with  all  that  generosity,  toe  people  were 

The  heaps  ofgoods  Azariah  showed  holding  back  until  the  priests  and  Levites 

Hezekiah  were  merefr  toe  leftovers  of  what  could  figure  out  where  to  put  everything, 

hadn’t  already  been  distributed.  because  as  soon  as  the  storerooms  were 

Sadly,  today" s  average  professing  Chris-  buih,  toe  people  were  at  it  again  —  giving, 

ban’s  giving  is  little  or  nothing.  If  churches  giving,  giving, 

were  filled  with  committed,  tithing  betiev-  'zanahtud  Hezekiah,  The  Lord  has 
era,  I  can  only  begin  to  imagine  the  great  blessed  His  people,  and  all  this  is  left  over.” 
things  churches  could  accomplish  for  the  Because  "the  people  faithfully  brought  all  the 

glory  of  God.  tithes  and  gifts  to  the  temple,"  Godbfessed 

Lets  say  a  church  has  too  adult  mem-  them  with  abundance, 
bera,  each  of  whom  has  an  average  annual  Like  the  widow  at  Zerephath  whose  flour 

income  of  only  $30^)00.  The  tithes  coming  and  oil  miraculously  were  replenished  by 

into  that  church  would  be  $300,000  each  the  Lord,  the  faithful  titoer  is  provided  for  in 
year,  not  to  mention  any  other  gifts  the  wa«  he  or  she  has  never  even  imagined, 

members  wished  to  contribute.  Think  about  a  former  who’s  down  to  his 

Reality,  though,  paints  a  much  gloomier  bet  cup  of  00m  kernels.  He  can  hold  onto 

picture.  Only  about  five  percent  ofaduh  it,  or  take  it  out  and  plant  it.  Hoarding  it 

church  members  tithe,  according  to  a  study  may  give  him  enough  to  grind  a  little  bit  of 

by  The  Bama  Group,  while  according  to  an-  meal,  but  sowing  it  into  the  field  will  give 

other  study,  more  than  one  out  of  four  Protes-  him  enough  to  eat  and  much  left  over  to 
tant  Christians  gives  nothing  whatsoever.  share  with  others.  Not  immediately,  but  in 
That  means,  in  all  likelihood,  the  church  due  time, 
mentioned  above  would  be  operating  00  Give  generously,  then  trust  God  to  multi- 

more  like  $15^00  to  *60,000  in  annual  ply  not  only  what  youVe  held  onto  but  also 

contributions.  that  which  you've  sown,  "that  He  may  lift 

The  church  for  which  Jesus  Christ  gave  you  up  in  due  time"  (1  Peter  5:6b). 

His  life  is  operating  st  five  to  10  percent 

of  its  poter  tiaL  No,  everything  isn't  about  Bates,  of  Dora,  AL,  is  an  author,  speaker. 

dollar  figures  but  as  Jesus  summed  it  up,  and  media  personality.  She  is  on  me  Web  at 

"Wherever  your  treasure  is,  there  the  desires  wwwJiargainomicsxom. 


[XI  ing  what  the  people  of  First  than  1,200  members  at  the  time  of 

X  ’I  Church  in  Maryville,  IL,  saw  his  death.  He  served  two  terms  as 
during  their  early  worship  service  on  president  of  toe  Illinois  State  Baptist 

March  8, 2009.  Association  —  the  equivalent  of  toe 

As  Senior  Pastor  Fred  Winters,  45,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  —  and 
stood  at  the  pulpit  delivering  the  mom-  his  chutist  was  near  the  top  in  annual 
big’s  sermon,  a  man  no  one  recognized  gifts  to  the  Cooperative  Program, 

walked  to  the  front  of  the  worship  A  good  man  was  struck  down,  and 

center  and  interrupted  the  sermon.  He  his  family  and  church  have  been  left  to 
spoke  brieAy  to  Winters,  then  pulled  grieve  their  great  loss.  Could  such  trag- 

a  45  cahber  semi-automatic  handgun  edy  descend  on  a  Mississippi  Baptist 
and  began  firing.  church?  Of  course  it  could. 

The  first  round  struck  a  Bible  being  Churches  in  general  are  places  that 
held  by  Winters,  scattering  the  pages  count  ease  of  access,  openness,  and  a 

like  confetti.  At  least  one  of  the  rounds  welcoming  atmosphere  as  qualities  that 

struck  Winters  directly  in  the  heart.  He  help  them  reach  out  to  their  communi- 
walked  off  the  elevated  platform  and  ties.  Almost  anyone  can  enter  one  of 

collapsed  about  halfway  down  an  aiaie  our  churches  on  any  given  Sunday, 

of  toe  500-seat  worship  center.  That’s  who  we  are. 

When  the  assailant’s  gun  jammed  However,  every  Mississippi  Baptist 

after  four  shots,  he  drew  a  knife  and  church  should  also  haw  an  emergency 


him.  The  gunman  and  one  of  the  church.  Along  with  protecting  the 
men  were  rushed  to  the  local  hos-  children  entrusted  to  us  from  sexual 

pital,  while  the  other  man  was  not  predators,  such  emergency  planning 

seriously  injured.  should  be  oftoe  highest  priority. 

Winters,  who  was  pronounced  dead  How  does  a  church  go  about  plan¬ 
ar  the  hospital,  left  behind  a  wife  and  ning  for  each  an  unthinkable  tragedy? 

two  voting  daughters.  It’s  uncomfortable  to  contemplate 

t4ews  reports  indicated  toe  alleged  such  a  thing  happening  at  our  church, 

gunman,  Terry  Joe  Setflaork,  now  31  It's  distasteful.  In  our  time,  though, 

years  old,  brought  three  10-round  cbps  it’s  necessary, 

of  ammunition  with  him  to  the  church  Many  of  our  churches  have  mem- 

—  enough  to  cause  mass  carnage  with  bera  who  are  involved  with  Urw  enforce- 

the  large  caliber,  rapid-reloading  hand-  tnenl  and  emergency  services  agencies, 
gun  he  was  using.  That  the  gun  lammed  Asking  them  where  to  start  would  be  an 
after  only  four  snots,  thus  denying  excellent  first  step.  If  no  cf  urch  mem- 

him  his  apparent  intention  to  become  beri  are  available,  there’s  not  a  police 

a  man  murderer,  can  be  accurately  chief  or  sheriff  who  would  turn  down 
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Egyptian  Christians  feeling  heat  since  Morsi  departure 

CARO  IBP)  -  At  least  six  Egyp-  _ _  i  "No  faction  in  Egypt  had  more  to  lose  from  the  Muslim 

dered  in  a  perse^tion^e  .  ...Eg  HESr  S  ‘  I  o  Brotherhood's  Islamist  rule  than  the  eight  million  or  so 

following  former  president  UB<f-A  \  1  1  Chnstian  Coptic  community,  the  Mideast  s  largest  non-Musfim 

minority.  Without  American  and  Western  diplomatic  support 
the  Copts'  fate  is  looking  increasingly  grim.* 

Nina  Shan 

director  of  the  Hudson  Institute's  Center  for  Religious  rrssrt— 


CAIRO 


SINAI 


port  of  Morsi’s  ousting,  said 
Nina  Shea,  director  of  the 
Hudson  Institute’s  Center  for 
Religious  Freedom. 

“No  faction  in  Egypt  had  more 
to  lose  from  the  Muslim  Brotherhood’s 
Islamist  rule  than  the  eight  million  or  so 
Christian  Coptic  community,  the  Mideast’s 
largest  non-Muslim  minority,"  Shea  said 
“Without  American  and  Western  diplo¬ 
matic  support,  the  Copts'  fate  is  looking 
increasingly  grim." 

Egypt’s  northern  Sinai  region  has  been 


tic  priest,  Mina  Aboud  Sharubim,  also  was 
shot  and  killed  July  6  in  a  market. 

Four  other  Christians  in  southern  Ewpt 
were  murdered  July  5,  said  Samaan,  hu¬ 
man  rights  group  director.  After  one  of  the 
Christians  —  Emile  Naseem  Saroufeem 
—  was  accused  of  lolling  a  Muslim  man, 
an  Islamic  mob  sought  revenge  by  killing 
Saroufeem  and  three  others  who  tried  to 
hide  him. 

Saroufeem  was  considered  his  village's 
rter  of  Morsi’s  over- 
Emile  [Saroufeem] 


inTahrfr  Square  shout  slogans  calling  for  Moral’s  resignation  June  30 


few  weeks  has  led  many  Christian  fend 
lies  to  seek  refuge  elsewhere.  "A  lot  of  our 

neighbors  had  some  of  their  family  mem¬ 
bers  that  got  kidnapped  and  others  wear 
shot  at,”  Fadiya  Abdel  Sayed,  who  fled 
from  Arish  with  13  other  families,  told 
Morning  Star  News.  “I  left  my  work  and 
property,  and  my  husband  left  his  trwfe 


throw, 


u.s.  news  - £ 

Texas  Governor  Periy  signs  new  abortion  regulations  into  law 

AUSTIN  Tanas  (BP)  —  Tex-  “This  is  an  important  day  for  within  30  miles.  It  mandates  chance  at  life,  which  should  Perry  called  a  second  spe- 

as  Gov  '  Rick  Perry  signed  those  who  support  life  and  for  that  only  a  physician  may  dis-  give  us  all  pause  as  we  argue  cial  legislative  session  to  deal 

'  —  those  who  support  the  health  pense  or  administer  abortion-  the  definition  of  viability  and  with  the  matter  after  oppo- 

of  Texas  women,"  Perry  said,  inducing  drugs,  and  requires  consider  the  human  impact  of  nents  successfully  stalled  it 
“In  signing  House  Bill  a,  we  the  physician  to  comply  with  abortion,'  Gov.  Perry  said.  as  time  expired  in  the  fin* 
celebrate  and  further  cement  all  FDA  guidelines  for  the  drug.  “Additionally,  House  Bill  2  special  session  on  June  25. 
the  foundation  on  which  the  The  Dill  also  requires  li-  ensures  that  anyone  perform-  The  tactics  brought  national 
culture  of  life  in  Texas  is  built.’  censed  abortion  facilities  to  ing  abortions  in  Texas  is  do-  attention  to  the  legislative  de- 
As  summarized  by  the  gov-  meet  the  same  minimum  safe-  ing  so  in  a  facility  that  is  safe,  liberations, 
error's  office,  HB  2,  in  addition  ty  standards  as  ambulatory  clean  and  prepared  to  deal  HB2  passed  the  Texas  Se»- 
to  banning  abortions  after  the*  sivgical  centers,  beginning  with  any  emergencies  that  ate  19-11  with  one  Democrat 
fifth  month  of  a  pregnancy,  re-  Sept.  1,  2014-  might  occur  -  a  reasonable,  voting  for  it  as  the  second  ses 

quires  physicians  who  perform  New  research  and  ad-  common  sense  expectation  for  sion  ended  late  Friday,  July 
neaim  c«re  abortions  to  have  hospital  ad-  vauced  technology  give  prema-  those  caring  for  the  health  and  12.  The  Texas  House  easily 

in  the  state  PERRY  mitring  privileges  at  a  facility  turely-bom  children  a  renewed  safety  of  Texans.  passed  the  bill  on  July  10. 
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i  t  the  close  of  the  session  at  the 
/\  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
■i\Orlando  I  had  walked  back  to  the 
hotel  where  I  was  staying.  Coming  into  j 

the  lobby  area  I  thought  I  would  stop  by 
the  gift  shop  and  pick  up  some  M8r  M’s  Jj 

or  something  to  nibble  on  and  so  I  went 
in  to  see  what  they'  had.  Of  course,  it  was 
filled  with  all  lands  of  trinkets  and  tourist 
do-dads  along  with  a  few  things  to  eat.  I 
realized  that  I  was  the  only  person  in  the  SDm 
little  shop  and  as  I  was  looking  around,  I  [H| 
spoke  to  the  lady  who  was  working  there.  I  ■Hj 
asked  her  how  long  she  had  been  working 
there.  She  said,  “1  have  been  working  here 
since  the  hotel  opened  several  years  ago.* 

Since  Orlando  is  one  of  the  prime  tourist 
destinations  in  the  world  and  because  this 
was  at  the  Convention  Center  Complex,  I 
said  to  her,  “1  imagine  you  have  a  variety  of 
folks  that  come  through  here  for  Conven-  8*** 

tions."  She  said,  "Yes,  we  do.  It  is  really  was< 
interesting.*  I  said,  “Well,  what  is  the 
number  one  thing  that  people  walk  in  here  l?ter 
and  buy?*  She  sard.  Toothpaste.’  I  said,  *»■ 
‘Really!*  She  said,  "Yes.”  “1“® 

Then  I  asked,  “Of  all  of  the  Convention 
groups  that  you  have  seen  come  through  P"*'’- 

here,  is  there  one  group  that  stands  out  as  8roul 

the  absolute  worst  gitjup  of  folks?"  She  Assoc 
said,  “Oh,  there  is  no  question.  I  don't  "*«■] 
even  have  to  think  about  it"  I  said,  "Real-  that  i 
lyf*  I  started  to  ask  her  and  then  I  hesitat-  fan  a 
ed  because  I  was  afraid  that  she  might  say,  most 
"Baptists."  Then  I  could  not  help  myself  the  si 
and  I  said,  *Wefl,  what  kind  of  Convention  tell  n 
was  it?"  Sre  said,  "Neurosurgeons."  I  said,  to  tel 
“Neurosurgeons?*  a*  said,  ^Absolutely!  blesai 
The  amazing  thing  is  that  it  was  not  just  Af 

the  surgeons  who  trad  poor  dispositions  taryc 
and  were  rude  and  impolite.  It  seemed  to  do 
like  everybody  with  them  was  that  way.’  I  is  her 
said,  -Well,  I  am  sorry.*  She  said,  "It  is  my  tion  f 
understanding  that  sometimes  surgeons  worst 
are  that  way  and  lack  a  bedside  manner.  nice." 
Everyboih  was  talking  about  how  incon-  If  by  < 


I  hrtral.  executive  dirsctor-trti 
ppi  Baptist  Coaveation  Board 


Happy  Church 


Now  let  me  pause  and  teD  you  that  I  am 
not  picking  on  those  folks  because  I  do  not 
know  many  of  them,  but  this  lady  was  re¬ 
ally  worked  up  about  it  She  added.  They 
may  be  operating  on  people’s  brains,  but 
in  mv  optnion  ewety  one  of  them  needs  a 
psychiatrist  with  them."  I  said,  "Well,  that 
may  be  true  for  all  of  ua.’  1  was  trying  to 


get  away  from  her  because  I  felt  like  she 
was  climbing  up  un  her  soapbox  to  give 
me  a  lot  more  man  I  had  asked  for  and  so  I 
intervened  and  said,  "Well,  let  me  ask  you 
this.  Is  there  a  group  that  stands  out  that 
is  just  the  very  best  Convention  noup  you 
remember  coming  through  here?*  She  re¬ 
plied,  "Oh  absolutely!"  I  said,  "WeD,  what 
group  was  that?*  She  said.  The  American 
Association  of  Funeral  Directors."  I  said, 
"Really!"  She  said,  *Yep,  I  want  to  teD  you 
that  it  was  not  just  that  they  had  a  lot  of 
ftrnand  were  a  lot  of  fun,  but  they  were  the 
most  considerate  and  thoughtful.*  With 
the  same  enerey  with  which  she  wanted  to 
teD  me  about  the  other  folks,  she  wanted 
to  teD  about  the  folks  who  had  obviously 
blessed  her  heart 

After  listening  to  some  of  her  commen¬ 
tary  on  that  group  I  said,  "WeD,  I  hesitate 
to  do  this,  but  how  does  this  group  that 
is  here  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  fit  in  to  this  scale  of  the  best  and  the 
worst?*  She  said,  *WeD  they  have  aD  been 
nice.*  I  swaDowed  and  said,  “Well,  great! 

you  please  teD  me  when  you  see  me  pass¬ 
ing  back  and  forth?"  She  replied.  "Yes  sir 
IwiD." 

I  saw  her  a  few  times  and  she  never 
said  anything  so  I  am  assuming  that  we 
get  through  the  week  without  being  put  in 
the  neurosurgeon's  category.  At  the  same 
time,  I  realized  that  we  are  not  nearly  as 


happy  a  group  of  people  as  The  American 
Association  of  Funeral  Directors.  We 


Association  of  Funeral  Directors.  We 
should  be  at  least  as  happy  as  funeral  di¬ 
rectors  for  Jesus  said,  "My  joy  I  give  to  you. 
Not  as  the  world  gives  do  I  give  unto  you.’ 
As  so  often  stated,  the  world  did  not  give  it 
and  the  world  cannot  take  it  away. 

Not  always,  but  sometimes  whether  we 
are  out  there  alone  on  our  own  or  as  a  col¬ 
lective  Eroup  in  a  congregation  on  Sunday, 
we  can  be  a  miserable  lot  Evenworae.it 
is  not  just  an  internal  land  of  thing.  We 
aDow  our  despair  and  morbidity  to  flow 
through  every  fiber  and  corpuscle  in  us.  It 
can  get  to  be  a  dismal  sight  that  every  ones 
seems  to  notice.  Have  you  ever  watched 
that  show  on  TV  called.  Family  Feud?  I 
am  not  sure  if  it  is  still  on  but  years  ago, 
when  Richard  Dawson  hosted  the  show  I 
remember  seeing  a  segment  that  was  very 
revealing  about  enuren. 

You  know  how  the  show  worked  the 
contestants  trying  to  guess  what  responses 
would  be  given  to  a  question.  On  that 
particular  show,  the  question  was  to  name 

»  give  a  number  1, 

2, 3,  and  4  down  the  list  answer.  The  num¬ 
ber  one  answer  to  the  question  was  you  got 
it  -  church.  The  number  two  answer  that 
you  might  not  guess  was  the  funeral  home. 
Now  folks,  we  can  do  better. 

Firat,  make  a  decision  that  you  are 


of  us  think  that  it  is  some  kind  of  emo¬ 
tional  stream  that  flows  across  our  hearts 
every  once  in  a  while  and  if  it  comes  often 
enough,  we  can  live  in  happiness.  No!  You 
deckle  whether  you  want  to  be  happy,  mis¬ 
erable,  or  dehgnted.  No  doubt,  you  have 
been  with  some  friends  or  family  and  lis¬ 
tened  to  them  expressing  sourness  of  their 
soul  and  they  are  so  unhappy  because  of 
aDofthe  things  that  are  happening.  While 
another  one,  who  is  sitting  just  across  from 

worse  circumstances  am?  they  seem  to 

have  a  blessed  buoyancy  about  their  spirit 
You  can  make  a  choice.  That  is  why  you 
see  some  foDts  that  regardless  of  what  may 
be  going  on  they  are  miserable.  It  seems  as 
though  some  people  are  not  happy  unless 
they  are  unhappy.  Other  people  are  happy 
no  matter  what  the  moment  may  bring 

Second,  God  will  help  you  in 
whatever  you  face.  He  will  come 
alongside  of  you  to  remind  you  that  there 
is  nothing  that  you  will  face  that  He  can¬ 
not  handle.  His  Spirit  wfl]  flood  your 
heart  to  remind  you  that  this  moment,  this 
experience  and  this  burden  will  aD  pass 
and  a  new  day  wiB  come.  His  Word  will 
minister  to  your  soul  and  remind  you  that 
He  wfll  never,  never,  never  leave  you  or 
forsake  you. 

Third,  keep  in  mind  that  often¬ 
times  joy  and  simple  outbursts  of 
happiness  can  be  contagious.  Have 

you  ever  watched  a  mother  playing  with  a 
little  baby?  Maybe  some  repetitive  action 
is  taking  place  fike  saying  boo  to  the  child, 
dropping  a  baD  or  some  mindless  activity. 
The  child  just  laughs  and  laughs  and  the 
mother  keeps  doing  it  The  people  stand- 

friends  start  smiling  grinning  mndlaugh- 
ing  along  with  the  chud.  We  do  not  have 
to  be  happy  because  there  is  something  in¬ 
structing  us  to  be  happy.  We  just  join  in  on 
the  joy  and  are  infected  by  ft.  So  this  week 
walk  with  God.  Make  a  determination  that 
you  are  going  to  show  up  and  be  a  one-per¬ 
son  crusade  mat  affects  your  church  with 


The  author  am  be  contacted  at  direc- 
tions(i>mbcb.org. 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

l  iiid  it  in  the  One  v\lio  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Simplv  share  the  following  prayer  with  (.  in  \ our  ow  n 

words: 

1.  lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (1  have  sinned.) 
2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  mv  sins  and  freedom 
from  eternal  death,  it  repent.) 
"3:  I  believe  Jesus  Hied  and  rose  Ironi  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my  relationship  with  you. 

II  helit  ■ve  in  Jesus.) 
4.  By  faith,  I  inv  ite  |esus  f  hrist  into  mv  life. 
From  this  lime  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 

with  Him. 

(I  receive  (  hrisl  as  mv  Savior  and  Lord.) 
"Hul  as  mam  as  received  him.  It,  them  l,c  gave  the  rii>ht  In 
become  c  hildren  nl  („,d.  even  In  those  nhn  hr  lie,, -in  his 

name."  i/ofrn  /  ■  IJi 
It  vou  make  a  decision  tor  (  hrisl  tod.iv,  contact  a  local 
Southern  Baptist  church  lor  spiritual  guidance. 


BiBXi  iOCiP  H  R 


QHU  V  MVFF  KZO  El  AKVDVO  MVOCVH 
IWZ,  QHU  BQZAG  IWZ  OW  MQFT  VH  El 
AOQOZOGA,  QHU  IG  ACQFF  TGGK  El 
YZUSEGHOA,  QHU  UW  OCGE. 

GJGTVGF  OCVDOI-AVN:  OMGHOI  - 
AGPGH 

Clue:  T  *  K 

HaueAm  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
*j*2**™_R*'  A  Ktng  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week  s  puzzle:  Proverbs  5:4 

By  Charles  Marx.  1932-2004.  C  2005 


Pray  for  John  £  Sarah 


Pray  for  a  team  of  five 
from  Wide  BC.M01 


Pray  for  Michael  & 
Sarah  Prewitt,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  European 


darfcness.  speak  in  the  light,  and  what  you  heSr  whispereg  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


July  25,  2013 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


Pray  this  day  for... 


July  26  -  August  8 , 201 3 


'sQhJ pray  ft*,  tke  <S>pirit  ph.  a//  pcsas/pks  ur/ttt  a//  k/hJs  of  prayers  AhJ 
requests.  tJ/tk  tbs  ih.  hutdt  Se  alert  ahJ  a/teays  keep  ph  pray/Hgfpr  a//  tke 
t-prf's pepp/e.  '  -  £pbs/Ahs  £>:!& 


Peopte^Voyoffctiurctv  Rica  for 
homebuwawrand  7/27-9 
evangetem  and  mission 
support 


Pray  for  John  &  Amy 
Purt  missionaries 
mmistenng  to  Euo- 


Pray  for  Eugenia  &  Pray  for  Unda  £  Mike  Pray  for  Nkfcotee  4 

ttacy  Putnam,  mission-  Rajf.  rressionaries  to  Eu-  Steven  Roberts,  rms- 

anes  mrestenng  to  Eu-  ropean  Peoples  through  sionanes  to  Sub-Saharan 
ropeanheootetthrough  Stratecycoffdmaoon.  9hc»i  People  through 

church  RMtinq  <  r « >  ch/home  outreach  church  planaig  and 

f  andevangpism  church/hopxt  outreach 

andevangeism 


Pray  for  a  team  of  sot 
from  FBC  Richland. 

going  to  Scotland.  7/2 

29 


Matthew  10  27  NAS 


Janijar)  Bum  Sn  d\  Preview  Clinics 


\ci>tt‘mfM'r  'I.  JO  I  / 
Sr/tlvmhrr  10  JOI  t 

Seplvmlx  r  II.  JOI  l 

Srftlrmhrr  I J.  JOI  t 
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\1  '  St  rat'  •'  "ll  1 


UNT  TVTTFTA 

Set  rant  if  the  manifold  grace  of  fr  '  *  «*»♦•" 


Spomorad  bv  So  MBCS  Sundry  School  DoportmooC  1  -am-74*-ttSI.  Ml  Ml.  or  t-owfe  .doi»o9cha»i 


GIVING  GOAL:  52,100,000 


ILL-STAR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TRAININ' 

August  23  &  24,  2013  •  First  Baptist  Church,  Brandon,  MS 

Cost  $25  Registration  Opens  6  p.m.,  Friday  7  p.m.  -  9  p.m.,  Saturday  9  a.m.  -  noon 

Special  Guests:  David  Francis,  LifeWay  •  Sam  Rainer  III  •  Josh  Hunt 


^Sponscved  by  the  Sunday 


748  1651  ext  291 4  or  601-292-3291 .  or  < 
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%ie  American  culture 
has  been  bombarded 
.  with  so  many  unbiblical 
its-of-view  that  Christians 
finding  themselves  over- 


ited,  discour 


;ed,  and/or  helpless. 

On  any  given  Sunday  in  Mis- 
sippi,  Christians  assemble  and 
^rship  God  together.  When  they 
turn  to  their  weekly  routine 
ey  are  often  faced  with  the  real- 
r  that  their  worid  around  them 
getting  darker  and  darker. 

The  U  S.  Supreme  Court 
cently  struck  down  the  Defense 
Marriage  Act,  and  now  it  no 


Practical  Principles 


Crossroads:  Being  a  Christian  in  today  s  society 


biblical  values,  but  many  choose 
to  withdraw  from  active  duty  and 
enter  into  reserve  status  due  to 
intense,  worldly  op¬ 
position,  apathy,  and 
the  time  it  requires 
to  get  involved  and 
make  a  difference 
They  sit  on  the 

sidelines  of  fife  and  ■ 

give  up  on  trying  to 

uphold  and  preserve  JBtk 

vriiat  is  good  or  they  I 

ignore  the  problems  A 

at  hand.  Neither 

appro^iisbiblica1, 

What  Christians 
are  likely  struggling  with  is  how 
to  maintain  both  tneir  identity  of 
"who  they  are"  as  believers  and 
their  calhng  of  "what  they  are  to 
do*  in  an  impure  and  dark  worid 

In  this  struggle,  it  is  important 
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with  Rob  Chambers 


to  understand  that  a  Christian’s 
identity  and  calling  are  not 
mutually  exclusive.  A  Christian's 
identity  does  not  exist  in  a  vacuum 
nor  is  ft  independent  of  his  or  her 
calling.  Christians  cannot  segment 

L  their  Me  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  by  ignoring  the  • 
evil  around  them . . . 
meaning  go  to  church 
on  Sunday  and  put 
their  head  in  die  sand 
the  rest  of  the  week 
...  and  still  be  living 
a  fife  in  honor  to  the 
Lord.  Jesus  is  Savior 
AND  Lord.  He  has 
saved  Christians  for  a 

»«*«  sssr5S*d=“- 

Paul  makes  this 

dear  in  Ephesians  by  drawing  the 
necessary  relationship  between  a 
Christian's  identity  of  being  ‘alive 
with  Christ"  (2:5)  with  the  calling 
to  “five  as  children  of  fight"  and  to 
“Have  nothing  to  do  with  the  fruit- 
leas  deeds  of  darkness,  but  rather 
expose  them.'  (5:8, 11).  Here,  Paul 
is  echoing  what  Jesus  had  already 
said  as  recorded  in  Matthew  ^13- 
la.  In  this  paassoe,  Jesus  declares 
hi  followers  “salt  of  the  earth" 
and  “fight  of  the  worid." 

Salt  and  light  is  who  Jesus 
said  his  followers  are,  not  what 
they  do.  This  is  a  declaration  of 
an  inherent  Christian  identity 
that  is  essential  to  who  they  were 
as  disciples,  and  this  was  in  an 
age  when  the  culture  around 
them  was  adamantly  opposed  to 
Jesus'  teaching.  Tunes  nave  not 
changed  since  then. 
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O’Mire 


Jesus'  intention  of  their  new 
identity,  as  it  is  fix' Christians 
today,  was  to  have  a  cause-and- 
effect  relationship  on  the  worid 
around  them.  True,  they  were  to 
prodaim  the  Gospel  ana  make 
disciples,  but  Christ  knew  the  un¬ 
searchable  depths  of  the  deprav¬ 
ity  of  an  impure  and  dark  world. 

God  chose  the  act  of  procla- 
matWh  of  the  Gospel  to  change 
the  hearts  of  humanity  (Rom. 
1:16),  the  act  of  preservation  to 
retard  the  natural  degradation  of 
society  (Matt  5:13),  and  the  act  of 
illumination  to  reflect  Christian 
morality  (Matt.  5:14). 

There  must  be  a  balance 
between  these  three:  proclama¬ 
tion,  preservation,  and  illumina¬ 
tion.  Equating  emphasizing  or 
excluding  any  one  of  the  three 
produces  an  unbalance  in  Christ's 
design  for  Christianity. 

The  Gospel  is  not  simply 
opposing  sin  in  society  or  pass¬ 
ing  laws  that  preserve  religious 
liberty.  Neither  is  the  Gospel¬ 
handing  someone  a  drink  of  wa¬ 
ter.  Handing  someone  a  drink  of 
water,  apposing  an,  and  preserv¬ 
ing  righteousness  is  an  outward 
expression  of  a  fife  that  has  been 
transformed  by  the  GospeL 

From  2000-2010,  as  a  dem¬ 
onstration  of  the  faithfulness  of 
Baptists,  the  total  Cooperative 
Program  giving  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  has  been  on 
average  over  $500  Million  per 
year  or  approximately  $5  Bil¬ 
lion.  If  money  were  the  answer. 
Baptists  would  have  transformed 
America  and  the  world.  Baptists 
have  had  the  resources  to  com¬ 
municate  the  Gospel  and  have 
been  diligent  in  sharing  the  con¬ 
tent  of  the  Goebel  message.  This 
begs  the  question  as  to  where  the 
disconnect  has  been? 

A  logical  conclusion  could 
liketj  be  a  disconnect  in  the  area 


of  preservation  and  illumination 
from  the  act  of  proclamation. 
Christians  are  certainly  guilty  of 
not  preserving  and  illuminating 
in  society  the  biblical  portrait  of 
God's  love  story  to  humanity. 

God  chose  marriag  and  family 
to  be  the  fundamer  tal  illustration 
of  who  He  is  to  a  lo  *  and  dying 
world,  but  Christia  ns,  Baptists 
included,  have  neither  been 
consistent  in  demonstrating  bibli¬ 
cal  marriage  nor  st  ccessful  in 
preserving  it. 

There  are  just  as  many 
divorces  in  the  church  as  there 
are  outside  the  church.  Also, 
unmarried  Christians  are  living 


together  and  having  sex  outside 
of  marriage,  but  r  o  one  seems  to 
be  "omosing  the  fruitless  deeds 
of  darkness1' within  church  walls 
Even  in  marriage,  many  hus¬ 
bands  and  fathers  have  forsaken 
their  role  as  the  spiritual  leader 
of  their  home.  Many  of  them 
have  absconded  from  their  call 
and  become  pontificators  of 
sports  fodder  or  consumed  with 
hobbies  or  work  that  alien¬ 
ates  them  from  their  wife  and 
children.  If  the  church  cannot, 
or  better  yet,  refuses  to  rectify 
her  internal  marriage  problems, 
then  how  can  she,  having  rocks 
in  hand,  speak  with  credibility 
into  the  American  culture  that 
sees  this  disconnect?  Husbands 
must  take  responsibility  for  their 
own  sin  and  seek  reconciliation 
in  their  family  and  take  seriously 
their  call  by  God  to  lead. 

The  chim  b  must  take  a  bal¬ 
anced  approach  in  defending,  pre¬ 
serving,  and  illustrating  marriage. 

Chambers  serves  as  consul¬ 
tant for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Christian  Action  Commis¬ 
sion.  He  can  be  contacted  at 
601-292-3331  or  rchamberslpi 
christianaction.com. 


West  MlComb  Baptist  Church 
4016  Hichway  24  West,  MlComb,  MS 
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Mr.  Eugene  Womack 
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Mullins 
Mr  Wilton  Taylor 

Ms  Alice  M 
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Heidi  Cupstld 

Mr. feMn  EdsvardG. 
Woods 

Mr.  fe  Mn.  Tommy  Dabbs 
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Dr.  fe  Mn  Matt 
Buckles 
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Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Steve 
West 
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Mr  .  Richard  CalUcutt 
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Easterling 
Bob  Campbell 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Guy 
Branscome,  Jr. 

Robert  E.  “Bob'  Campbell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hayes 
Branscome 
Miriam  Carley 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Warren 
Strickland 
Sandra  Carroll 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ralph  L 
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Jennie  Frances  Carter 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  E. 
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Mrs  Jennie  Frances  Carter 
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Rivers  Catledge 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dale 
Ramsey 

Mrs.  Mildred  Chandler 

Mrs.  Lucille  H.  Harris 
John  R.  Chaney 
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Chaney 
Kristin  Chaney 
Justin  Chaney 
Josh  Chaney 
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Olivia  Chaney 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bid 
Newsom 
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Stephenson 
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Mias  Sue  Williams 
Mr.  Earnest  Clark 
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Mr.  ft  Mn.  Garland 
McGhee 

Mildred  G.  Clements 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bill 
Newsom 
Mrs.  Gwen  Clinton 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bryant 
Myatt 

Hunter  Cobb 

Ms.  Carol  C.  Smith 
Rhudy  Cole 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ray  V. 
Bush 

Mrs.  Donna  Cook 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Jenkins 
Ruby  Jane  Cooper 

Valley  Park  BC 
Luna  Holloway  Corder 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  William 
Rex  Patterson 
Mark  Corey 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bubba 
Foster 

Mrs.  LaneOe  Couch 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jay  Gore 
Annie  Marie  Cousins 

Valley  Park  BC 
Lanoe  Terrel]  Cowart 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Barney  J. 
Albritton 
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Buchanan 
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Mrs.  Edaiae  Davis 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Morris  £. 
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Sunday  School  Lessons  for  July  28,  2013 


God  Promises  the  Messiah  •  Isaiah  53:2-12 


New  Testament  writers  identified  many 
Old  Testament  passages  as  messianic,  pre¬ 
dicting  Jesus’  coming  or  foretelling  of  His 
ministry.  Few  Old  Testament  passages  re¬ 
ceived  the  attention  Isaiah  53  did  in  mis  re¬ 
gard.  As  we  continue  to  examine  God’s  Sto- 
ly,  we  observe  bow  Isaiah  53  was  viewed  as 
a  description  of  the  nature  and  role  of  the 
coming  Messiah.  This  lesson  can  help  you 
speak  with  greater  confidence  about  Jesus 
as  the  promised  Messiah  since  it  reminds 
us  of  how  God  foretold  His  coming. 

Our  focal  passages  are  part  of  what 
scholars  call  the  Fourth  Servant  Song 
(Isa.52: 13-53:12;  the  first  three  songs  are 
m  42:1-4;  49:1-6;  and  50:4-9.  Each  song  fo¬ 
cuses  on  some  aspect  of  the  Servant’s  min¬ 
istry.  This  fourth  servant  song  focuses  on 
the  Servant’s  self-sacrifice  for  sinners  and 
the  suffering  He  endured  on  their  behalf. 

The  Messiah  Became  One  of  Us 
(Isa.  532-3) 

John  identified  Jesus  with  the  Eternal 
Word  and  then  reminded  us  the  Word  be¬ 
came  flesh  and  made  His  dwelling  among 
us"  (John  1:14;  NTV).  Like  John,  Isaiah 
wrote  about  a  Servant  who  became  one  of 
us.  In  fact,  Isaiah’s  Servant  grew  up  “like 
a  tender  shoot”  and  “like  a  root  out  of  dry 
ground*  (53:2a).  Both  phrases  indicate  an 
ominous  start  in  this  lire.  Additionally,  the 
Servant's  description  as  having  “no  beauty 
or  majesty  to  attract  us”  and  “nothing  in  H» 
appearance  that  we  should  desire  Hun'  re¬ 


inforced  the  idea  He  would  not  gain  a  large 
following  among  His  counbymen  (53:20; 
John  Martin,  BBC,  L1107).  Mis  presence  in 
human  history  is  verified  even  more  by  the 
harsh  reception  He  received.  Isaiah  reminds 
us,  ‘He  was  despised  and  rejected  by  men, 
a  man  of  sorrows"  (53:3a).  The  prophet  also 
compared  Him  to  “one  from  whom  men 
hide  their  faces  he  was  despised,  and  we  es¬ 
teemed  Him  not"  (53:3b). 

During 
His  earthly 

mr  im 

Jesus  cud  llllf  Ippji 

2.  X  11m.  i1  Bible 

vast  ma-  HJlM 

jority  of 
the  Jewish 

leaders  or  ^ 

the  Jewish  » 

people  He 
was  their 

Messiah.  From  the  time  He  read  Isaiah  61:1- 
2  in  the  Nazareth  synagogue,  someone  al¬ 
ways  was  trying  to  kill  Him.  Yet,  the  facts  that 
He  walked  among  His  countrymen,  taught 
and  read  Scripture  in  their  synagogue,  and 
healed  their  SKk  prove  that  He  became  one 
of  them.  He  understood  perfectly  the  human 
condition  from  a  human  s  point  of  view! 

The  Messiah  Suffered  For  Us 
(Isa.  53:4-9) 

Isaiah’s  Servant  was  a  suffering  servant 


People  considered  Him ‘stricken  by  God, 
smitten  by  Him,  and  afflicted’  (53:4b). 
He  was  pierced  and  crushed  (53:5).  Ei¬ 
ther  of  these  verbs  would  be  sufficient  to 
describe  horrific  treatment  at  the  hands 
of  one’s  fellowman,  but  Isaiah  wanted 
to  emphasize  just  bow  appalling  sinners 
sinned  against  God’s  sinless  Servant  To 
these  verbs  Isaiah  added  ‘oppressed  and 
afflicted," 
“taken 
away,"  ‘cut 
off,  and 
"stricken;" 

Studies  for  Ufa  *d  d  ^ 

»V.  Wayne  Van/ftrife.  .nouns. 

'  TOi,  punish¬ 

ment,’ 
“wounds," 
“slaugh¬ 
ter,"  "op¬ 
pression,"  and  ‘judgment*  (53:5-8). 

Running  throughout  this  passage  is 
the  theme  of  vicarious  suffering.  The 
Servant  did  not  suffer  because  He  de¬ 
served  it,  but  rather,  because  we  de¬ 
served  it  He  suffered  on  our  behalf! 
Isaiah  drove  this  point  home  by  say¬ 
ing.  “Surely  He  took  our  infirmities  and 
carried  our  sorrows”  (53:4a),  “He  was 
pierced  for  our  transgressions,'  “He 
was  crushed  for  our  iniquities,"  and  “the 
punishment  that  brought  us  peace  was 
upon  Him,  and  by  His  stripes  we  are 
healed’  (53:5).  Indeed,  “the  Lord  laid 


on  Him  the  iniquity  of  us  all”  053:6). 
Additionally,  “for  the  transgression  of 
My  people  He  was  stricken"  (53:8b).  All 
of  this  suffering  was  for  us,  “though  He 
had  done  no  violence,  nor  was  any  de¬ 
ceit  in  his  mouth’  (53:9b). 


The  Messiah  Rescues  Us 
(Isa.  53:10-12) 

The  wages  of  sin  are  always  death! 
Yet,  Isaiahs  Suffering  Servant  rescued 
those  who  believed  in  Him  from  the  pen¬ 
alty  of  their  own  sins.  Thus  Isaiah  wrote, 
“The  will  of  the  Lord  will  prosper  in  His 
hand’  (53:10b).  Through  Isaiah,  God 
promised,  after  His  suffering,  the  Ser¬ 
vant  will  see  “the  light  of  life5  (53:11a). 
As  a  result.  His  righteous  Servant  “will 
justify  many’  and  *He  will  bear  their  in¬ 
iquities’  (53:11b). 

No  one  more  faithfully  served  God 
during  this  earthly  sojourn  than  Jesus; 
no  one  suffered  so  vicariously  or  unde¬ 
servedly.  Thus,  Philip  used  Isaiah  53 
to  initiate  his  witness  for  Christ  and  to 
lead  the  Ethiopian  eunuch  to  faith  in  Je¬ 
sus  (Acts  8:26-39).  Peter  utilized  Isaiah 
53:5-6  when  he  wrote  1  Peter  2:24-25. 
Jesus  is  the  Servant  who  “poured  out 
his  life  unto  death'  and  bears  ‘the  sin  of 
many”  (53:12).  Amen! 

VanHom  is  Dean  of  the  Mississippi 
College  School  of  Christian  Studies  and 
the  Arts. 


Why  Do  I  Feel  Empty?  •  Ecclesiastes  3:1 ,  10-14;  4:9-12;  5:1-7 


After  coming  to  the  realization  that  life 
Is  meaningless  apart  from  God,  Solomon 
or  the  Preacher  looks  at  the  seasons  of 
events,  characteristic  activities  of  life,  that 
take  place  for  everything  under  heaven.  He 
creates  this  in  the  form  of  a  beautiful  poem 
containing  seven  couplets,  each  line  ex¬ 
pressing  two  opposite  actions  (3:2-8).  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  repetition  of  the  word  “time,' a 
definition  of  the  use  of  it  is  logical.  Time  in 
this  sense  is  ‘a  duration,  a  measurable  pe¬ 
riod,  in  which  things  happen."  Time,  which 
is  completely  irretrievable,  forms  the  build¬ 
ing  blocks  of  life.  The  philosopher  William 
Janies  said,  “The  great  use  of  life  is  to  spend 
it  for  something  that  will  outlast  iL“ 

A  rime  "...  to  be  born ...  to  die"  refers 
to  the  limits  of  human  life  on  earth.  *. . . 
to  plant ...  to  uproot’  relates  to  fanning 
the  land.  “...  to  tall ...  to  beaT  describes 
life  between  a  war  zone  and  a  medical  sta¬ 
tion.  “. . .  to  tear  down ...  to  build*  sounds 
strangely  Kite  urban  renewaL  “...to  weep. 
..  to  £n<gh*  and  "...  to  moum ...  to  tfance’ 
express  sorrows  and  joys.  “. . .  to  scatter 
stones ...  to  gather  them"  seems  to  refer 
to  demolishing  and  rebmkhna  a  structure. 
"...  to  embrace ...  to  refrain  mn  be  sig- 


in  contrast  to  staying  distant  in  confronts-  in  tf 
tion.  “. . .  to  search  ...  to  give  up"  could  be  es  tl 

acquisition  or  loss  in  business  or  continu-  see  I 
ing  to  search  for  something  or  someooe  or  hire 
discontinuing  the  search.  ...to  keep...  to  row- 
throw  away"  brings  to  mind  cleaning  out  a  one 
doset  or  going  through  the  belongings  of  a  I  wfl 
loved  one— evaluating  and  deciding  what  to  (Old 
keep  and  of  what  to  dispose,  "...to  tear..  9 

.to sew" may  _  I 

relate  to  the 
previous 
event  or  as 
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in  the  hearts  of  men; . . ."  Solomon  express 
es  that  God  haa  given  man  the  capacity  to 
see  beyond  today,  something  no  other  crea¬ 
ture  can  do.  Bong  curious  about  tomor¬ 
row-wanting  to  know  what's  next— causes 
one  to  seek  God.  "Without  that  curiosity, 

I  will  never  discover  that  there  is  a  Goa. 
(diaries  Swindoll) 

Solomon  approaches  another  argument 

_  for  vanity  or 

meaning¬ 
less  of  life 
by  citing 


that  man 
is  on  the 
same  level 


...  to  hate’  *  breath  the 

signals  the  demonstration  of  love  at  appro-  same  air,  3.  They  brth  return  to  dufe  at 
pnate  times  and  of  taking  a  stand  against  death.  With  this  m  mind,  Solomon  decides 
acts  of  in  justice,  prejudice  and  inequities  as  there  is  nothing  better  for  man  to  do  than 
wdL  "...  for  war  .  for  peace"  tndudea  enjoy  his  work,  because  he  will  not  see  what 
protection  of  freedoms  and  protection  from  wdl  come  after  him. 
tyranny.  And,  He  hat  made  everything  In  observing  the  oppression  that  was 
beautiful  in  its  tine.  tilrtng  phot  “under  the  sun,  Solomon  saw 

With  this  idea,  ‘He  hw  also  set  eternity  that  for  those  who  are  oppressed  there  is 


no  conduit—— no  joy  in  living.  Again  ha 
observed  that  labor  and  achievement  often 
spring  from  selfish  competition  and  man’s 
envy  of  Ms  neighbor  rather  than  from  the 
joy  of  having  work  to  do  and  doing  it  weft 

Cooperation  with  another  person  brings 
good  returns  on  their  work  as  illustrated 
by  three  situations— if  one  falls,  his  friend 
can  help  him  up;  if  two  lie  down  together, 
they  will  keep  warm;  if  one  is  overpowered, 
two  can  defend  themselves.  A  cord  of  three 
strands  refers  to  more  than  one  compan¬ 
ion,  but  could  certainly  indude  Christ  along 
with  two  friends.  The  kings  in  verses  13-16 
give  example  to  the  transitory  nature  of  to¬ 
day’s  triumphs  and  glory— a  reason  for  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  become  overawed  with  their 
own  personal  achievements. 

This  section  is  about  the  need  for  rever¬ 
ence  and  honesty  in  worshiping  God.  The 
word  “listen"  means  to  hear,  understand, 
and  obey.  When  a  vow  is  made  to  God,  act 
on  it  quickly,  and  do  not  fail  to  fulfill  your 
responsibility.  Honor  God  and  stand  in 
awe  of  Him. 

Duncan  is  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Starkuille. 
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core  from  p.  1 

develop  a  plan  of  action  and,  in 
the  event  of  an  active  shooter 
in  the  church,  to  have  the  con¬ 
gregation  already  trained  to 
‘ran,’ hide,  or  fight"  depending 
on  opportunity.  Nowhere  does 
the  document  advise  church 
members  to  arm  themselves 


with  guns  or  other  weapons. 

Timmy  Meeks,  •  Southern 
Baptist  preacher  and  Texas  police 


merit  plans  to  protect  worship¬ 
pers,  said  the  guidebook  rei-cats 
Information  he  and  others  have 
offered  for  years. 

"You  have  to  have  some  things 


nan  for  churches,  evoking  the 
image  of  a  dog  protecting  sheep, 
“but  Tm  glad  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  has  awakened  to  this. ._  felt 

the  truth  is  _  you  just  have  to  have 


people  [to  prepare!*  said  Meeks, 
whospeaksatSheepdog  Soni- 


gation  whoSe  made  im  their  mind 
rf  a  shooter  comes  in,  Fm  going  af¬ 
ter  him  Tm  going  down. 

Violent  deaths  in  churches 
have  surpassed  those  in  schools, 
said  Meeks,  who  has  tracked  433 


such  deaths  in  churches  since 
1999,  including  128  in  Baptist 

mtwrpgiirinnit 

^nce  1999,  churches  have  sur¬ 
passed  schools  as  to  where  you're 
most  likely  to  die  a  violent  death. 

.About  too  people  leas  have  died 
in  schools  since  '99.  Schools  have 
actually  gotten  safer,’ Meeks  said. 

They're  not  all  acts  of  shoot¬ 
ers,"  he  noted.  Two  brothers 
were  stabbed  to  death  ...weeks 


ago  in  Huntsville,  AL,  while 
working  the  church  pantry. 
You’re  not  supposed  to  die 
working  at  the  church  pantry.  So 
it’s  not  always  shooters." 

The  federal  panel's  32-page 
document  for  churches,  down¬ 
loadable  at  whitehouse.gov,  was 
released  under  the  umbrella  of 
FEMA  following  the  congres¬ 
sional  defeat  of  Obama’s  gun 
control  Initiatives. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


TERRY'S  CREEK  CHURCH.  MAGNOLIA.  held  a  van 
nota  burning  May  5.  Shown  ara  pastor  La  Varna  Summer¬ 
lin,  Clark  Wilson,  Bill  Prestridge,  and  Caray  Ensmmger. 


PINOLA  CHURCH,  PINOLA.  hon¬ 
ored  its  fathers  June  17.  Shown  are 
pastor  Gena  Erwin,  Buddy  Robin¬ 
son,  Charlie  Robinson  (oldest  dad). 
Cash  Robinson  (youngest  dad), 
Mitch  Robinson  and  Rodney  Aytes. 

In  other  Church  News: 

►  Long  Creak  Church,  Meridian,  will 
host  Danny  Wolfe  in  conceit  Aug.  4. 
10:30  ajn.  Love  offering. 

►  Chunky  Church.  Chunky,  wffl  host 
Danny  Wolfe  in  concert  Aug.  4>  6  tun. 
For  more  information,  call  (601)  046- 
5404. 

►  Peiahatchie  Church.  PstahatcNe. 

will  host  Greater  Vision  in  concert  Aug. 
8, 7  p.m.  Love  offering. 


fflt 


The  youth  of  DRY  CREEK  CHURCH.  BENTON-T1P- 
PAH  ASSOCIATION,  participated  in  Hydrate  Camp  at 
Laguna  Beach  Christian  Retreat,  Panama  City,  Fla..  June 
28  -  July  1.  One  student  made  a  commitment  to  sing  and 
lead  singing  at  the  church. 

— v- — — — - ; - -  ■ 

William  Carey 

T-T 


P  Hands  boro  Church. 
Gulfport:  139th  anniversa¬ 
ry.  July  28;  worship,  10:30 
a.m.,  followed  by  lunch. 
Youth  reunion,  July  27. 
Randy  Sims,  speaker. 

►  New  Hope  Church. 
Sumrall:  Revival,  July  28 

-  Aug.  2;  Sun.,  11  a.m., 
followed  by  lunch;  Mon. 

-  Fri„  7  p.m.;  Mike  Lee, 
speaker;  Phillip  Butler, 
music;  Charles  Broome, 
pastor. 

^  Antioch  Church,  Gold¬ 
en  Wangle  Association: 

Homecoming.  July  28; 
worship,  11  a.m.,  followed 
by  covered  dish  lunch  and 
music  by  the  Lovelace 

!  Family  and  other  musical 
guests. 

►  New  Henleyfield 
Church,  Henleyfield: 

Homecoming,  July  28; 
services,  11  a.m.,  followed 
by  lunch;  Billy  Warren, 
speaker. 

Calvary  Church,  Car- 
roll  County:  Revival,  July 
28  -  31;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  7 


p.m.  nightly:  Unny  Haley, 
speaker;  Wilton  Neal,  mu¬ 
sic. 

b  County  Line  Church, 
Dossville:  Homecoming. 
July  28;  services,  10:45 
a.m.,  followed  by  lunch; 
Danny  Sephton,  speaker; 
Allen  Peoples,  interim  pas¬ 
tor. 

►  Black  Jack  Church, 

Vaughan:  Revival,  July 
28  -  31;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and 
•  7  p.m.  nightly;  Ken  Ander¬ 
son,  speaker;  Tommy  and 
Carol  Joy  Sparkman,  mu¬ 
sic. 

►  McAdams  Church, 
Kosciusko:  Revival,  July 
28  -  31;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Billy  Williams,  speaker; 
James  E.  Young,  pastor. 

^  Rock  Bluff  Church, 
Daniel:  Homecoming,  Aug. 
4;  services,  10:30  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch;  love  offer¬ 
ing  and  cemetery  offering, 
Mickey  Ferguson,  speaker; 
Landon  Thompson  and 
family,  music. 


Submission  Guidelines  vP 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and  pho-  ~- 
togrephs  of  special  events  that  take  pleoe  in  oooperating 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

Nows  submitted  for  publication  in  The  Baptist  Rocon 
must  be  either  (a)  typewritten,  (b)  needy  printed  on  8  1  '2 
by  11-inch  paper,  or  (c)  needy  printed  on  standardized 
forma  provided  by  the  newspaper  All  srticies  must  b# 
received  in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted  over  the 
telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  to  the  address 
below,  and  must  be  contained  in  the  message  segment 
of  an  email  form.  Due  to  increaaing  virus  threats,  no  text 
attachments  wdl  be  accepted.  Photograph  attachments 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who,  what, 
when,  where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact 
person’s  address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  white.  Pho¬ 
tos  must  be  submitted  via  e-mail  Photos  must  be  dear, 
sharp,  and  wed-lighted.  Cell  phone  photographs  and  other 
low  resolution  items  are  generally  not  publishable.  Hard 
copy  photographs  will  not  be  accepted. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  all  photo¬ 
graphs  are  subject  to  cropping.  Photographs  must  depict 
people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photo¬ 
graphs  will  be  printed.  News  items  and/or  photographs 
can  be  published  one  time  only.  News  items  end/or 
photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  will  not  be  published.  Deadline 
for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested  publi¬ 
cation  data. 

Articles  that  ara  not  date-sensitive  wid  be  published  on 
a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  Tha  Baptist  Record. 

'  P.0.  Box  630.  Jackson.  MS  392054)630  FAX:  (601)  292- 
3330.  E-mail:  baptistrecordGmbcb  org. 


